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HE Dr. Mongkol Na Songkhla, Minister of Public Health, Thailand

Dr. Samlee Plianbangchang, Regional Director, WHO South-east Asia Regional Office

Dr. Tim Evans, Assistant Director General of the World Health Organization,

Dr. Lincoln Chen, Chair of the Global Health Workforce Alliance,

Distinguished participants, ladies and gentlemen,

As the Chair of the Organising Committee, I would like to welcome all of you to Thailand, to the first Conference of the Asia-Pacific Action Alliance on Human Resources for Health.
The AAAH is a response to the international recognition of the immediate need for global and regional actions to strengthen country capacity for health workforce planning and management. It was initiated in August last year during a conference on health workforce in Bangkok. 

With financial support from the European Commission, the Rockefeller Foundation and the World Health Organization, this first AAAH Conference is held from today until 31 October 2006 at Impact Convention Center and in Ayuthaya. Participants from the ministries of health, academic and research organizations, and non-governmental sectors from 15 countries in South-East Asia and Western Pacific regions. The conference is also joined by resource persons from several organizations, and development partners including the Board members of the Global Health Workforce Alliance.
This morning and afternoon, the Conference participants had an opportunity to share their experience on national HRH strategic plan development and to learn about regional strategies and health workforce framework & tools. 
In the next two days, we aim to identify how health workforce constraints are acting as a barrier to effective implementation of strategies for HIV/AIDS, TB and malaria control and the health MDGs. We will learn from other regions about their regional HRH networks/alliances and related activities with the aim that at the end we will have a clear Work Plan for the next two years of the AAAH.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

This afternoon we have an honour from H.E. Dr. Mongkol Na Songkhla, the Minister of Public Health, and Dr. Samlee Plianbangchang, Regional Director of the WHO South-east Asia Regional Office, to preside over the opening of this AAAH conference.

On this special occasion may I invite Dr. Samlee Plianbangchang, Regional Director, WHO South-east Asia Regional Office and Dr. Mongkol Na Songkhla, Minister of Public Health, Thailand and to give an opening remarks to the Conference.
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